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The Need for Actionable Public Health Data

“Moving forward, it is imperative that a 
standardized reporting system for 
systematically collecting, visualizing, and sharing 
high-quality data on emerging infectious 
and notifiable diseases in real-time is 
established. The data should be made available at 
a spatial and temporal scale that is 
granular enough to prove useful for 
planning and modelling purposes. Additionally, a 
critical component of the proposed system is the 
democratization of data; all collected 
information (observing necessary privacy standards) 
should be made publicly available 
immediately upon release, in machine-
readable formats, and based on open 
data standards.”



What Data?

Electronic Health Records Aggregate Data
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What Issues?
Numeric Resolution
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What Issues?
Spatial Resolution
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My Questions

How do we balance legitimate privacy 
concerns against the need for open data to 
support response efforts in a public health 
crisis?

How do we do we strike this balance 
responsibly in low density environments 
(e.g. during the early phases of an outbreak, 
in remote and rural settings)?




