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The Need for Actionable Public Health Data

A need for open public
data standards and
sharing in light of

COVID-19

The disjointed public health response
to the COVID-19 pandemic has
demonstrated one clear truth: the
value of timely, publicly available
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standardized reporting system

on emerging infectious 7%
and notifiable diseases in real-time ‘%’f
at
a spatial and temporal scale that is
granular enough to prove useful

democratization of data

made publicly available
immediately upon release, in machine-
readable formats, and based on open
data standards.
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What Data?
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What Issues?
Numeric Resolution

NSSP BioSense Platform - -
Virginia User Policy ___ COVID-19 CASES
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request to publish is not a guarantee of approval. VDH will maintain the ability to deny or halt
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What Issues?
Spatial Resolution

How do these changes impact the numbers?

Implemented guidelines to protect privacy and misinterpretation of data
means that we are reporting case only for communities with > 1,000
residents. As a result, a couple changes occurred:

2. If communities are <1,000 residents, they are now being reported at the
Borough/Census Area level.

= One case now is displayed in the Yukon-Koyukuk area instead of being combined in the Fairbanks
counts.
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My Questions

How do we balance legitimate privacy
concerns against the need for open data to

support response efforts in a public health
Crisis?

How do we do we strike this balance
responsibly in low density environments

(e.g. during the early phases of an outbreak,
iIn remote and rural settings)?
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