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Overview: The Council of Europe’s Framework Convention on Al, adopted on 17 May 2024, is the world’s first
binding treaty on Al, human rights, democracy and the rule of law. It establishes a risk-based approach to
regulating Al, as well as a number of general principles and obligations related to activities within the entire
lifecycle of Al systems. The Framework Convention on Al will be open for States’ signature as of 5 September
2024, also to countries not members of the Council of Europe.

Scope Key Terms

o) T e (e o) o [Tet= k(o] B =alela 22102 el i [s] Framework Convention: This type of treaty serves as
HlnlW el @l \V=iilelg el AW EVeiter =lelol AT ) an umbrella document which lays down principles and
oldlplellsll=is = laleols] [Tefiilorg s iRiallg s =i fii=le /el =ieli AV Objectives, while leaving room for stricter and more
S\ Elple=Taee o)A lf el fsf 1Bl el Rii (<ol ol s (=i ) prescriptive standards to domestic legislation.

actors acting on their behalf (Art. 3(1)(a)).

SR e o) T o) o) [Tefsh (e I RW ol g=le | EiTE=Tpal=Tgissipeli=i) Harmonized definition of an Al system: The
o) o1=H =i i pl=RelolBaiip Al Mgl slaiig sh el fiEl=rz(atela ) Framework Convention adopts the OECD definition of

=5y o)l g=te el Ta W pltel g gl =i e =ViE] [o] o) ol e e [Slol AWV an Al system, aligning with the EU Al Act, President
olfeleUlerisy = ale STV S E RS G et EE T Ae =i itz A Biden’s Executive Order on Al, and the Colorado Al
an 2) they are designing, developing or deploying Al Fil«#

systems on behalf of that State Parties’ public
authorities (Art. 3). Lifecycle of an Al system: Includes the stages of

design, development, use and decommissioning.

Not within the scope: The Convention does not

o) o]\ el el Vi =S i g i s e SR A RS sl ] Risk-based approach: Measures to be implemented in
=IEIEe el ilpl=l el dejiclaitelal orit Gl SRS plilela ] the lifecycle of Al systems shall be “graduated and
Selellda aEEsEs AR eI R e Clalel) differentiated as may be necessary in view of the
e[S\ (o) olgni=laie clenlVARi < =l sl deTple WAV B =l o1 | severity and probability of the occurrence of adverse
puislel=ieVElT sl (S el g slblal lsn bl =R AV el E)) lple g pai=lsf) impacts on human rights, democracy and the rule of
of national defense. In such instances, international EENAE7 g8}

law and human rights obligations must still be

respected.

eneral ligations an mmon Principles

Activities within the lifecycle of Al systems must be consistent with obligations to protect human rights,
respect the rule of law, and not be used to undermine democratic processes. Seven common principles are
elaborated by the Framework Convention on Al:

1. Respect for human dignity and individual autonomy (Art. 7);
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2. Maintain measures to ensure that adequate transparency and oversight requirements tailored to
specific contexts and risks are in place (Art. 8);

3. Adopt or maintain measures to ensure accountability and responsibility for adverse impacts on
human rights, democracy and the rule of law (Art. 9);

4. Ensure that activities within the lifecycle of artificial intelligence systems respect equality, including
gender equality, and the prohibition of discrimination as provided under applicable international or
domestic legislation (Art. 10);

5. Adopt or maintain measures to ensure that the privacy of individuals and their personal data are
protected, including through international laws, standards and frameworks (Art. 11);

6. Take measures to promote the reliability of artificial intelligence systems and trust in their outputs,
which could include requirements related to adequate quality and security (Art. 12);

7. Establish controlled environments for developing, experimenting and testing Al systems under the
supervision of competent authorities (Art. 13).

The Risk-Based Approach in Practice

In order to assess and mitigate actual and potential harms posed by Al systems to human rights, democracy
and the rule of law, the Framework Convention on Al introduces a set of broad requirements:

e Take due account of the context and intended use of an Al system (Art. 16(2)(a));
Take due account of the severity and probability of potential impacts (Art. 16(2)(b));

e Consider, where appropriate, the perspective of all relevant stakeholders, in particular persons
whose rights may be impacted (Art. 16(2)(c));

e Apply the risk-management requirements iteratively and throughout the lifecycle of Al systems (Art.
16(2)(d));
Include monitoring for risks and adverse impacts (Art. 16(2)(e));

e Include documentation of risks, actual and potential impacts, and on the risk management approach
(Art. 16(2)(F));

e Require testing of artificial intelligence systems before making them available for first use and when
they are significantly modified (Art. 16(2)(g)).

International Cooperation

The Framework Convention on Al establishes two methods for furthering international cooperation on Al
governance:
1. The establishment of a “Conference of the Parties”, to be composed of representatives of the Parties
to the treaty (Art. 23);
2. Assisting States that are non-Members of the treaty to act consistently with its obligations, with a view
to supporting them in becoming Parties to it (Art. 25).

If you have any questions, please contact Bianca-loana Marcu at bmarcu@fpf.org.
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